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WELCOME
We are thrilled to be back in cinemas in 2022 for the 6th edition of the Armenian
Film Festival Australia, with eagerly awaited titles across drama, comedy, family
friendly and documentary genres.
Reflecting a difficult era for the Armenian people, this year’s festival retains our
Spotlight on Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabagh) with two feature films Gate to Heaven
and Should the Wind Drop, a short film We are our Mountains and a feature
documentary 45 Days: The Fight for a Nation, filmed in 2020 during the Artsakh
war.
Despite a history of tragedy, one thing is certain. Armenians persevere, create and
rebuild. We see these truths in two of the festival’s highlighted films Sabre Dance
and Songs of Solomon. Both tell the true story of musical artists, the exceptional
talent of Aram Khachaturian (Sabre Dance) and Komitas Vartabed (Songs of
Solomon) who amid massacre and war birthed beauty through their musical gifts.
In the spirit of keeping hearts joyful, we welcome two entertaining family films;
Once Upon a Time at School plus Olympicos - an animation based on the true
story of an Armenian King at the Ancient Olympics!
We are also fortunate to be joined by international filmmakers for insightful postscreening Q&A. The Hidden Map is one of those sessions you won’t want to miss.
And finally, immerse yourself in Armenian culture as we present our delicious
Armenian cuisine, beautiful music, song and dance!
We look forward to seeing you at the festival!

MARGARET CHATER
HOURIE DEMIRJIAN

Co-Founders & Co-Directors

SPOTLIGHT ON ARTSAKH

GATE TO HEAVEN

GALA NIGHT

An unforgivable act was committed years ago, the truth
seemingly lost with the passing of time. When German Military
journalist Robert Sternvall returns to Nagorno-Karabagh
(Artsakh) in the Caucus region to cover the armed conflict, he is
faced with his past. Tortured by pangs of conscience, he makes
a step towards repentance and goes on the path to the ‘Gate
to Heaven’.
Filmmaker Jivan Avetisyan is passionate about sharing the
Artsakh story with the world. Set during the 2016 four-day war,
Gate to Heaven is his third feature film based in Artsakh.
Session includes Q&A with filmmaker Jivan Avetisyan (MEL & SYD)

GALA NIGHT
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Our red carpet centrepiece event!Ticket price includes
pre-screening cocktail party, Armenian delicacies, live
entertainment and popcorn. Reserved seating.
Film commences 9:00PM.

MEL: SATURDAY 4 JUNE / 7:00PM
SYD: SATURDAY 11 JUNE / 7:00PM

DRAMA | 91MIN | 2019 | ARMENIA | DIR: JIVAN AVETISYAN
| M 15+ | ARMENIAN, GERMAN WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

FESTIVAL LAUNCH

SONGS OF SOLOMON

Inspired by true events, Songs of Solomon follows a brave
Turkish woman who at a time of dire prejudice in the days of the
Ottoman Empire, risks her life and that of her family to save her
best friend from persecution for her race and religious beliefs.
This epic portrayal spans from 1881 to 1915, Constantinople,
taking us on an emotional and musical journey to the last
concert given by Archbishop Solomon, also known as Komitas.
From the Two Time Academy Award Winning Producer of
Green Book Nick Vallelonga. Based on a True Story The Past
Unsung by Sirvart Kavoukjian. Songs of Solomon was Armenia’s
official selection for Best International Feature Film category at
the 93rd Academy Awards in 2021.
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SPECIAL EVENT: FESTIVAL LAUNCH
Launching the festival in Melbourne and Sydney will be a live
performance in tribute to the musical genius of Komitas by lyric
mezzo-soprano Kristin Astouroghlian (MEL) & Masha Mnjoyan
Finalist of The Voice Australia (SYD)

MEL: FRIDAY 3 JUNE / 6:30PM
SYD: FRIDAY 10 JUNE / 8:00PM

HISTORICAL DRAMA | 104 MIN | 2019 | ARMENIA, USA | DIR: ARMAN
NSHANIAN | R 18+ | ARMENIAN WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

FAMILY FILM

ONCE UPON A TIME AT SCHOOL

Tigran is a clever teen with great potential, but he’s a lazy
student who regularly ends up in the principal’s office!
Everything changes when he overhears that his school is in
danger of closing. Tigran comes up with a plan to save the
school by entering (and hopefully winning) an intellectual
School competition with his friends – surely a school
recognised as being the best, cannot be closed?
As they prepare, the extraordinary books of the mysterious old
man Vachik help Tigran and his teammates quickly get ready
for the competition, obstacles and all.
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An enjoyable film for the whole family!

MEL: SATURDAY 4 JUNE / 1:00PM
SYD: SATURDAY 18 JUNE / 2:00PM

COMEDY | 95 MIN | 2021 | ARMENIA | DIR: HARUTIUN
KHALAFYAN | PG | ARMENIAN WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

SPOTLIGHT ON ARTSAKH

SHOULD THE WIND DROP

Alain, played by the captivating Grégoire Colin, arrives in
Stepanakert, capital of Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh), to assess
the airport and open this self-proclaimed republic to the world.
But Alain knows nothing about this strange territory or its
inhabitants, and things don’t go according to plan...
Selected and screened at Cannes Film Festival, Armenian
director Nora Martirosyan’s first film impresses with its formal
mastery and its restrained and delicate screenplay.
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Armenia’s official selection for Best International Feature Film
category at the 94th Academy Awards in 2022.

SYD: SATURDAY 18 JUNE / 8:00PM

DRAMA | 100 MIN | 2020 | ARMENIA, FRANCE, BELGIUM |
DIR: NORA MARTIROSYAN | AGES M15+ | FRENCH, ARMENIAN,
ENGLISH, RUSSIAN, ENGLISH SUBTITLES

SPOTLIGHT ON ARTSAKH

45 DAYS: THE FIGHT FOR A NATION
18 months before Ukraine, there was another war which no-one
talked about. On the 27th day of September 2020, Azerbaijani
forces supported by NATO member Turkey launched full scale
attacks on the Armenian region of Nagorno-Karabakh, also known
as Artsakh. Former British Royal Marines Commando turned
documentary filmmaker Emile Ghessen, travelled to the region
to see firsthand what was going on. The war lasted 44 days and
on the 45th day, a trilateral peace agreement was signed, ending
hostilities between Armenia and Azerbaijan. With thousands of
people killed and thousands more displaced from their homes,
Armenia lost the majority of their territory of Nagorno-Karabakh.
The raw unseen footage of 45 Days: The Fight for a Nation tells the
story of the war and post-war from an Armenian perspective in a
humanistic feature documentary film.
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Q&A: At the time of publication, filmmaker Emile Ghessen is in
Ukraine covering the Russia-Ukraine war. If ongoing conflict
prevents him from travelling to Australia, a pre-recorded Q&A will
be screened post the film (MEL & SYD).

MEL: SUNDAY 5 JUNE / 4:00PM
SYD: THURSDAY 9 JUNE / 6:30PM
SYD: SUNDAY 12 JUNE / 2:00PM & 4:30PM

DOCUMENTARY | 95 MIN | 2021 | ARMENIA | DIR: EMILE GHESSEN
| R18+ | ENGLISH

DOCUMENTARY

THE HIDDEN MAP

An American-Armenian traveling through Turkey in search of
her ancestral home meets a Scottish explorer along the way.
Together they dig beneath the surface of modern-day Turkey,
discovering lonely relics and silenced stories of a forbidden
past…unearthing buried secrets and the hidden map.
Hovannisian is a talented broadcast journalist who has directed
and produced numerous projects on important global issues.
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Session includes Q&A with filmmaker Ani Hovannisian (SYD)
Includes short film: We are our Mountains

MEL: FRIDAY 3 JUNE / 9:00PM
SYD: FRIDAY 17 JUNE / 8:00PM

DOCUMENTARY | 50 MIN | 2019 | TURKEY, USA | DIR: ANI HOVANNISIAN
| PG | ENGLISH

SPOTLIGHT ON ARTSAKH

WE ARE OUR MOUNTAINS

DOCUMENTARY | 17 MIN | 2018 | FRANCE | DIR: ARNAUD KHAYADJANIAN
| PG | ARMENIAN WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES
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A short yet insightful film, We are our Mountains will be
screened with The Hidden Map.

MEL: FRIDAY 3 JUNE / 9:00PM
SYD: FRIDAY 17 JUNE / 8:00PM

In the mountains of the Caucasus there is a little-known
country called Artsakh, a Republic that continues to fight for its
independence. Through gallery of portraits, we discover those
who shape everyday life in this people in search of freedom.

FAMILY FILM

OLYMPICOS

An animated comedy based on real historical events, Olympicos
tells the story of the athletic triumphs of the Armenian King
Varazdat of the Arshakunyats dynasty. The King of Armenia
received an invitation from Greece to send Armenia’s best boxer
to compete in the Olympic Games. Inspired by his athletic past, the
King decides to participate himself! Joined by the Royal family, their
journey is full of adventure and challenges presented by the King’s
enemy Molator. The King’s strong spirit and his loyal family’s help
lead him to achieve a brilliant victory in the Olympics, with King
Varazdat becoming a boxing champion and winning the honorary
title of Olympicos, in 394 AD. A statue honouring King Varazdat can
be seen in the Olympic Games Museum in Olympia, Greece to this
very day. A fun film full of laughs, adventure and triumph, with a
fascinating story for young and young at heart!
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SPECIAL EVENT: Meet & Greet with real-life King Varazdat &
Queen Gohar. Dress up costumes - kings, queens, princes,
princesses, Armenian costumes welcome! BONUS Olympicos gift
for each child! (MEL & SYD)

MEL: SATURDAY 4 JUNE / 3:00PM
SYD: SATURDAY 18 JUNE / 2:00PM
SYD: SUNDAY 19 JUNE / 2:00PM

ANIMATION, FAMILY | 74 MIN | 2020 | ARMENIA | DIR: DAVID SAHAKYANTS,
HAYK SAHAKYANTS | PG | ARMENIAN WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

CLOSING NIGHT

SABRE DANCE

The highly anticipated historical drama about the brilliant
composer Aram Khachaturian. Set in the cold autumn of 1942
amidst World War II, in the face of Soviet censorship and with
the German Army advancing. This raw film transports the viewer
to the Kirov Ballet theatre, in Soviet Russia, to the reality of life
for Khachaturian. As tense preparations are underway for the
premiere of his ballet Gayane, remarkably, the pressures of
war are unable to halt his genius as he creates, in 8 hours, one
of the most famous compositions in all of history – the famed
Sabre Dance.
Directed by Yusup Razykov and produced by Ruben
Dishdishyan (Earthquake, The Cut).
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SPECIAL EVENT: CLOSING NIGHT
Closing the festival will be a live performance in tribute to
composer Aram Khachaturian. Marianna Poghosyan will
perform a dance from Khachaturian’s Gayane ballet (SYD).

MEL: SUNDAY 5 JUNE / 1:00PM
SYD: SUNDAY 19 JUNE / 4:30PM

HISTORICAL DRAMA | 87 MIN | 2019 | ARMENIA, RUSSIA | DIR: YUSUP
RAZYKOV | M15+ | RUSSIAN, ARMENIAN WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

FESTIVAL GUESTS
JIVAN AVETISYAN
Born in Gyumri, raised in Artsakh and living in
Yerevan Armenia, Jivan has witnessed violent
conflicts from his early life to more recently,
where he documented war crimes perpetrated by
Azerbaijan during the 2020 Artsakh war.
Despite the brutality of war he has never
abandoned his lifelong dream of storytelling
and putting Artsakh on the world map through
his art of filmmaking. He has created over 20
documentaries, short films and three feature films;
Tevanik, The Last Inhabitant and Gate to Heaven.
Jivan will be in Melbourne and Sydney for the
screening of his film Gate to Heaven.

EMILE GHESSEN
A British conflict documentary journalist and
reporter, Emile was recruited to the elite Royal
Marine Commandos as a young man, taking him
to Afghanistan and Iraq. Now he is a filmmaker
and journalist embedding himself into hot zones
of irregular conflict and warfare.
His filmmaking travels have taken him to Iraq,
Syria, Ukraine and Armenia to cover conflict on
the front lines to understand those who fight in
these wars, often telling stories of the devastating
human conflict they have. His latest film 45 Days:
The Fight for a Nation (2021) covers the war in
Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabagh).
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At the time of publication, Emile is in Ukraine
covering the Russia-Ukraine war. If ongoing
conflict prevents him from travelling to Australia, a
pre-recorded Q&A will be screened post the film.

FESTIVAL GUESTS
ANI HOVANNISIAN
Ani Hovannisian is a talented broadcast journalist
and filmmaker. She was an anchor and reporter at
TeleNayiri and Horizon Armenian Television in Los
Angeles. She has travelled the world directing,
producing and reporting on important global
issues. But, it was a journey to her lost ancestral
homeland that led her to her latest and most
critical work, The Hidden Map.
Ani will be in Sydney for the screening of her film
The Hidden Map.

GEORGE DONIKIAN
Legendary newsreader and TV personality,
George is a veteran in front of the camera, with
a radio and TV career spanning over 4 decades
and across three networks, SBS, Nine Network
and Network Ten. George is also the founder of
Donikian Media which has included projects such
as Journey through Armenia.
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George will be in Melbourne and Sydney as
Master of Ceremonies at the Gala Night.

FESTIVAL GUESTS
MASHA MNJOYAN
Armenia born Australia based singer/songwriter
Masha is the international all-star, winner of The
Voice Armenia 2013 and a finalist in the 2020
Voice Australia competition. She has represented
Armenia in both Junior Eurovision and Eurovision
(2016). Since moving to Australia, she is
completing her Masters Degree in composition.
She is a passionate advocate for her Armenian
culture.
Masha will be performing a tribute to Komitas
at the Festival Launch – Songs of Solomon – in
Sydney.

KRISTIN ASTOUROGHLIAN
Lyric mezzo-soprano, Kristin is a Master of Opera
Performance student at MCM. Winner of multiple
prizes and scholarships, Kristin has performed
Monteverdi’s Ottone, Tchaikovsky’s Olga, Purcell’s
Mopsa, and is now preparing Rossini’s Rosina.
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Kristin will be performing a tribute to Komitas
at the Festival Launch – Songs of Solomon – in
Melbourne.

MELBOURNE SCHEDULE
FRIDAY 3 JUNE
6:30PM

Songs of Solomon | Festival launch

9:00PM

The Hidden Map | Short: We are our Mountains

SATURDAY 4 JUNE
1:00PM

Once Upon a Time at School

3:00PM

Olympicos

7:00PM

Gate To Heaven | Gala Night

SUNDAY 5 JUNE
Sabre Dance

4:00PM

45 Days: The Fight for a Nation
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1:00PM

SYDNEY SCHEDULE
THURSDAY 9 JUNE
6:30PM

45 Days: The Fight for a Nation*

FRIDAY 10 JUNE
8:00PM

Songs of Solomon | Festival Launch

SATURDAY 11 JUNE
7:00PM

Gate To Heaven | Gala Night

SUNDAY 12 JUNE
2:00PM

45 Days: The Fight for a Nation

4:30PM

45 Days: The Fight for a Nation

FRIDAY 17 JUNE
8:00PM

The Hidden Map | Short: We are our Mountains

SATURDAY 18 JUNE
2:00PM

Once Upon a Time at School

2:00PM

Olympicos

8:00PM

Should the Wind Drop

SUNDAY 19 JUNE
2:00PM

Olympicos

4:30PM

Sabre Dance | Closing Night

*This session is at the Randwick Ritz cinema

VENUES
VENUE

MELBOURNE

LIDO Cinemas
675 Glenferrie Rd, Hawthorn

PARKING

There is plenty of parking nearby, the closest being
Hawthorn Recreation Centre carpark, just behind the Lido.

ACCESSIBILITY

The foyer, cinemas, and Lido Rooftop are all wheelchair accessible
via a lift. Please contact us if wheelchair space is required.

VENUE

SYDNEY

Event Cinema Top Ryde
Top Ryde Shopping Centre
Cnr Devlin St & Blaxand Rd, Ryde

PARKING

Validate parking ticket at Events
Candy Bar for 4 hours free
parking.
Free parking after 6pm.

ACCESSIBILITY
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Event Cinema Top Ryde has lifts
to all levels.
Please contact us if wheelchair
space is required.

VENUE

Randwick Ritz Cinema
45 St Pauls St, Randwick

PARKING

Wilson’s car park next door to
Ritz, validate your ticket at the box
office for a flat rate of $7.

ACCESSIBILITY

Lift access to all levels. Please
contact us if wheelchair space is
required.

TICKETS
General Admission

$24.50 (Early Bird $20)

Seniors

$20

Children (15 and under) $15
Groups of 8+

$20

Gala Night

$65 (Early Bird $55)

Family Film tickets

$65

(2A/2C or 1A/3C)
3-Film Multipass

$65

Early Bird discounts:
For purchases by 20/05/22 for Melbourne and 27/05/22 for Sydney
Seniors:
Seniors Card or Pensioners Card holders
Gala Night:
Ticket price includes the screening of Gate to Heaven, a pre-screening cocktail
party with drinks and a selection of Armenian delicacies, plus live entertainment
and popcorn. Seats are reserved for this session only. Please select your seats
at time of booking.
Family Film Tickets:
Available for Once Upon a Time at School and Olympicos. Savings are offered
for family groups of 2A/2C or 1A/3C. Children 15 and under. To add more adults
or children, purchase a separate ticket.
3-film Multipass:
Must be for separate sessions for one person only. Sessions must be selected at
time of booking. Excludes Gala Night.
Community groups and school groups:
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Please enquire directly for special rates.

How to buy tickets:
Online:
SYD/MEL: www.armenianfilmfestival.com.au
Major credit cards accepted. Amex & Paypal will incur additional fees.
Booking fees apply (fees range from $1.50 - $3.50 per ticket)
By Phone: Telephone bookings are by credit card only. Booking fees apply.
Phone the number below to book.
Door Sales: Tickets available at the door if not sold previously.
Cash or credit card accepted.
Enquiries
AFFA Phone: 0422 407 757
AFFA Email: parev@affsydney.com
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Terms & Conditions:
Doors open 15 minutes before session times.
No reserved seating except for Gala Night.
Online ticket sales close 30 minutes before session times. Box Office opens
at the venue 1 hour before the screening time. We anticipate that door sales
will be available for most sessions, however this cannot be guaranteed. Please
check our social media for latest updates. Tickets are subject to availability.
Information is accurate at time of publication but may change due to unforeseen
circumstances.
COVID-19: The Armenian Film Festival is committed to ensuring we keep
everyone safe and follow all Public Health Orders. In the case of any changes,
we will adjust our plans accordingly and keep all ticket holders informed.
Refund policy: No refunds. Should the event be cancelled due to unforeseen
and unavoidable circumstances including COVID, refunds will be issued minus
1.5% of the total ticket value to cover transactional costs. We appreciate your
understanding.

SPONSORS
DIAMOND SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSORS

GOVERNMENT SPONSORS
SUPPORTED BY

SILVER SPONSOR
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HAGOP & TALIN
BOGHOSSIAN

BRONZE SPONSORS
SARKIS & ZEPUR
MOURADIAN

DR RAFFI & MRS HILMA

SAHAGIAN

ANDERSON’S PHARMACY
Vahe & Nora Artinian

SUPPORTER
ARMENIAN CULTURAL
PANOYAN CENTRE

MEDIA PARTNERS

VENUE PARTNERS

FESTIVAL PARTNERS

BERJ VARJABEDIAN
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Photographer

DERIAN DE WAAL
Festival Trailer

MONICA ULIBARRI
PENICHET
Marketing

Yerevan, Armenia photography
by Levon Vardanyan
@lyovon

Follow us:

@armenianfilmfestival

@ArmenianFilmFestival
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armenianfilmfestival.com.au

Armenian Film Festival Australia Incorporated
(INC1900444) ABN 47 596 019 096

